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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 20 is objected to because of the following informalities: The examiner is 
unsure as to what claim, claim 20 should be dependent on. Since claim 20 has similar 
claim language as claim 7, these two claims will be rejected in similar fashion. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 10, 14, 18 & 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Diamond et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,314,336). Referring to 
claim 1, Diamond et al. discloses receiving at least one event by an audio enabled toy 
(detected optical symbol); selecting from within said audio enabled toy, at least one of a 
phoneme and a lingo from a first removable storage of said audio enabled toy that 
corresponds to said at least one received event (for example, column 1 lines 51-53), 
said at least one of said phoneme and said lingo being associated with a first language 
(column 5 lines 6-15); and generating within said audio enabled toy, an audio 
representation of said selected at least one of said phoneme and said lingo (for 
example, column 1 lines 49 & 50). 
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Referring to claim 2, Diamond et al. discloses further comprising playing from within 
said audio enabled toy, said generated audio representation of said selected at least 
one of said phoneme and said lingo (for example, column 1 lines 49 & 50). 
Referring to claims 5 & 18, Diamond et al. discloses further comprising replacing said 
first removable storage with a second removable storage comprising at least one of a 
phoneme and a lingo corresponding to a second language (abstract & column 4 line 56 
- column 5 line 15). 

Referring to claims 6 & 19, Diamond et al. discloses further comprising selecting from 
within said audio enabled toy, at least one of a phoneme and a lingo corresponding to 
second language from at least two removable storages simultaneously coupled to said 
audio enabled toy (Fig. 5: memory 57 & the associated text). 

Referring to claim 8, Diamond et al. discloses wherein said received at least one event 
is at least one of a motion trigger, a sound trigger (the examiner views this limitation as 
what activates the audio playback means) and a button trigger. 
Referring to claim 9, Diamond et al. discloses receiving at least one triggering event by 
an audio enabled toy (detected optical symbol); and generating from within said audio 
enabled toy, audio signals representative of: a plurality of phonemes for a native 
language (for example, column 1 lines 49 & 50); and a plurality of phonemes for at least 
one non-native language (column 5 lines 6-15). 

Referring to claim 10, Diamond et al. discloses further comprising playing from within 
said audio enabled toy, sound corresponding to said generated audio signals (audio 
playback means). 
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Referring to claim 14, Diamond et al. discloses a trigger unit that receives at least one 
event by an audio enabled toy (the examiner views this limitation as what activates the 
audio playback means); an audio processing unit that selects from within said audio 
enabled toy, at least one of a phoneme and a lingo from a first removable storage of 
said audio enabled toy that corresponds to said at least one received event (for 
example, column 1 lines 51-53), said at least one of said phoneme and said lingo being 
associated with a first language (column 5 lines 6-15); and said audio processing unit 
generates within said audio enable toy, an audio representation of said selected at least 
one of said phoneme and said lingo (for example, column 1 lines 49 & 50). 
Referring to claim 15, Diamond et al. discloses wherein said audio processing unit 
plays from within said audio enabled toy, said generated audio representation of said 
selected at least one of said phoneme and said lingo (audio processing means) and 
said received at least one event is at least one of a motion trigger, a sound trigger and a 
button trigger (the examiner views this limitation as what activates the audio playback 
means). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 7, 16 & 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Diamond et al. in view of Maa (U.S. Patent Number 6,572,431). 
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Referring to claims 3 & 16, Diamond et al. discloses the method according to claims 2, 
14 and selecting from within said audio enabled toy, at least one of voice type 
corresponding to an infant, a toddler, a teenager, an adult, a male and a female for said 
playing of said generated audio representation (column 5 lines 16-18). Diamond et al. 
does not disclose further comprising at least one of: adjusting from within said audio 
enabled toy, at least one of a duration, a pitch, a volume and a speed of said playing of 
said generated audio representation. However, Maa teaches further comprising at least 
one of: adjusting from within said audio enabled toy, at least one of a duration, a pitch, a 
volume and a speed of said playing of said generated audio representation (column 13 
lines 24-28). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include adjusting from within said audio enabled toy, at least one 
of a duration, a pitch, a volume and a speed of said playing of said generated audio 
representation, as disclosed by Maa, incorporated into Diamond et al. in order to alter 
the characteristics of its audio output. 

Referring to claims 7 & 20, Diamond et al. discloses the method according to claim 1 . 
Diamond et al. does not discloses further comprising downloading from within an audio 
enabled toy, at least one of a phoneme and a lingo corresponding to a second 
language from at least one of a remote server, a remote storage and a personal 
computer, said downloading occurring via at least one of a wired and a wireless 
interface. However, Maa teaches further comprising downloading from within an audio 
enabled toy, at least one of a phoneme and a lingo corresponding to a second 
language from at least one of a remote server, a remote storage and a personal 
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computer (Fig. 1 & column 3 lines 47-53), said downloading occurring via at least one of 
a wired and a wireless interface (Fig. 1 & column 3 lines 57-61). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
downloading, as disclosed by Maa, incorporated into Diamond et al. in order to control 
the sound of the toy. 

6. Claims 4, 11-13 & 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Diamond et al. in view of Lyberg (U.S. Patent Number 
5,752,227). Referring to claims 4 & 17, Diamond et al. discloses the method according 
to claims 2 & 14. Diamond et al. does not disclose further comprising excluding at least 
one of phonemes and lingos that are native to said first language prior to said playing. 
However, Lyberg teaches further comprising excluding at least one of phonemes and 
lingos that are native to said first language prior to said playing (column 8 lines 22-30). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include excluding, as disclosed by Lyberg, incorporated into Diamond et 
al. so that the phonemes that do not occur in a particular language are omitted. 
Referring to claim 11, Diamond et al. discloses the method according to claim 9. 
Diamond et al. does not disclose wherein at least a portion of said plurality of phonemes 
for said least one non-native language comprises phonemes that are uncommon to said 
native language. However, Lyberg teaches wherein at least a portion of said plurality of 
phonemes for said least one non-native language comprises phonemes that are 
uncommon to said native language (column 8 lines 22-30). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include wherein 
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at least a portion of said plurality of phonemes for said least one non-native language 
comprises phonemes that are uncommon to said native language, as disclosed by 
Lyberg, incorporated into Diamond et al. so that the phonemes that do not occur in a 
particular language are excluded. 

Referring to claim 12, Diamond et al. discloses receiving at least one triggering event by 
an audio enabled toy (detected optical signal); and generating by said audio enabled 
toy, audio signals representative of phonemes for a non-native language (column 4 line 
56 - column 5 line 15). Diamond et al. does not disclose wherein at least a portion of 
said phonemes for said non-native language comprises phonemes that are not in 
common with any phonemes of a native language. However, Lyberg teaches wherein 
at least a portion of said phonemes for said non-native language comprises phonemes 
that are not in common with any phonemes of a native language (column 8 lines 22-30). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include wherein at least a portion of said plurality of phonemes for said 
least one non-native language comprises phonemes that are uncommon to said native 
language, as disclosed by Lyberg, incorporated into Diamond et al. so that the 
phonemes that do not occur in a particular language are excluded. 
Referring to claim 13, Diamond et al., as modified by Lyberg, discloses further 
comprising playing from within said audio enabled toy, sound corresponding to said 
generated audio signals (audio playback means of Diamond et al.). 
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Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Love (U.S. Patent Number 6,554,616) teaches a bilingual doll constructed for teaching 
young children specifically desired and selected words or phrases of a language other 
than the primary language spoken in the home. 

Nichols (U.S. Publication Number 2002/0137013) teaches a toy figure that teaches a 
child a second language and includes a doll. Nichols also teaches a software disk 
containing software relating to the second language as insertable into the doll. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kesha Frisby whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8774. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Wed. 7-3pm, Thu. 6:30-4pm & 
Fri. 7-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on 571-272-6678. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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